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PEATLANDS IN NORWAY 

• Approximately 12% of the land area 
(Joosten et al., 2015)
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Peat cover 10- 15 %

Montanarella et al. 2006. Mires and Peat. 
Vol 1, article 01. http://mires-and-
peatland.net

• Drainage for agriculture and forestry
in 1930’s and 1950’s

• The drainage of peatlands for forestry
is prohibited by law since 2006

• The «soil law» (jordlova) has been
now changed so that the drainage of
peatlands for agriculture is prohibited
-> still uncertainties regarding
possible compensation measures.

http://mires-and-peatland.net/


PEATLANDS AND CULTIVATION IN NORWAY

• More than 6000 km2 of peatland
have been drained for agriculture
or forestry purposes
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Joosten et al., 2015. Metoder for å beregne 
endring I klimagassutslipp ved restaurering av 
myr, NTNU Vitenskapsmuseet, naturhistorisk 
rapport 2015-10

• Some areas have been hotspots for 
peatland cultivation

• From the available land for 
cultivation (not cultivated yet), 
35% of it is allocated on organic
soils



AREAL DISTRIBUTION OF PEATLAND IN NORWAY

Areal category km2 Comment

Pristine peatland 28 000

Drained peatland for 
forestry and agriculture

6300

«lost» peatland 7000 Areas that have lost their
categorization as 
peatland due to 
cultivation, 
infrastructure/building, 
etc.

Forest on peaty soil
«sumpskog»

9400

TOTAL 31300 (40700)
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Sources: Joosten et al. 2015. Metoder for å beregne endring i klimagassutslipp ved restaurering av myr. NTNU 
Vitenskapmuseet naturhistorisk rapport 2015-10
Rekdal et al. 2015. Myr i Noreg. NIBIO Aktuelt 18.12



PEATLANDS IN NORWAY - CHALLENGES
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Challenges regarding the use of peatlands in 
Norway:

• The need to increase food production

• In 2015, the Norwegian Parlament agreed
to follow the EU commitment of reducing
emissions by 40% in 2030 as compared to 
the 1990-levels  organic soils are a major 
element here

• Lack of national data to estimate national
emission factors

• Lack of knowledge on mitigation measures



PEATLANDS IN NORWAY – NEW CULTIVATION
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In December 2015 the Norwegian 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
ordered a compilation of existing
knowledge to evaluate the climatic and 
socio-economic effects of cultivating
organic soils including the evaluation of
different potential regulations

March 2016



PEATLANDS IN NORWAY – NEW CULTIVATION

The conclusions of the report were intensevily debatted
in different fora
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In May 2017 an extended analysis was done

Conclusions didn’t change:

A peat cultivation ban is a beneficial policy in Norway from a 
environmental and societal point of view



CURRENT STATUS – MODIFICATION OF THE 
EXISTING «SOIL LAW» (JORDLOVA)

The Norwegian Department of
Food and Agriculture has proposed
changing the soil law to 
incorporate climate impacts in the
existing regulations for cultivation
of new land

Accepted in spring

It came into force 1st.July
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CURRENT STATUS – MODIFICATION OF THE 
EXISTING «SOIL LAW» (JORDLOVA)

Proposed exceptions (preliminary)

• IF the peatland has an average
depth <1m

• IF the new cultivation of
peatland area is strictly
necessary to maintain the
production in a farm.
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CURRENT STATUS – NATIONAL PLAN FOR WETLAND
RESTORATION
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The Norwegian Agriculture Agency and 
the Norwegian Environment
Agency started the development of a 
national plan for wetland restoration 
in the period 2016-2020.

Aims:
1. Reducing GHG emissions
2. Adaptation to climate change
3. Improvement of ecological status 

(biodiversity)

Focus:
1. Early phase prioritizing areas 

within nature reserves
2. Later upscaling the restoration

programme to other areas and also
private landowners



CURRENT STATUS – NATIONAL PLAN FOR WETLAND
RESTORATION
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So far (Vibeke Husby, personal comm):

Restoration of approximately 50 
peatlands have been performed

Mainly in protected areas

The areas affected by restoration are
unknown, but in several cases 
between 2-3km long drains have been
blocked

A report regarding incentivation
measures to estimulate restoration
initiatives from private peatland
owners is now ready and will be soon
evaluated
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