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Gender considerations 
and gender based 
analysis

Social impact assessment
- the potential impact that a 

proposed development may have 
on women in their traditional roles, 
but also in relation to traditional 
knowledge, innovations and 
practices represented by women

General consideration
- considerations are raised based 

on women’s full and effective 
participation in policy-making and 
implementation. 
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Adapted after Tunón, H. (red.). 2012. Lokal och 
traditionell kunskap: Goda exempel på tillämpning. 
CBM:s skriftserie nr 59. Naptek, Centrum för 
biologisk mångfald, Uppsala.

Traditional knowledge 

- refers to the 
traditional knowledge, 
innovations and 
practices of indigenous 
and local communities 
embodying traditional 
lifestyles relevant for 
the conservation and 
sustainable use of 
biological diversity. 

(Akwé Kon Guidelines, p 7.

1) Gender as an empirical variable

2) Gender as a relational and structuralizing category

3) Gender as a meaning category
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Traditional knowledge : refers to the traditional knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities embodying traditional lifestyles relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity. (Akwé Kon Guidelines, p 7.In the Context of BuSK it is LAND USE PRACTICES, PLACE BASED KNOWLEDGE and METHODS OF MEDIATION AND COMMUNICATION that is most relevant to consider. Now, what can this suggest in a Swedish (more countries) and a BuSK context?  And how can we understand how gender plays out through traditional knowledge, or more precisely some implications of gender considerations in relation to natural resource governance, planning systems and, how has (can) participatory GIS contribute(d) to include both male and female perspectives on the use of natural resources?To this end I will use three frameworks that are increasingly complex and interrelated; gender as an empirical variable, gender as a relational and structuralizing category and gender as a meaning category. However basic, together they provide means to demonstrate how gender may be considered not only in social impact assessment but more broadly in the implementation of CBDM&M :  Meta-analysis of of results from a study carried out  some years ago  that has been sumarized in an article in AMBIO ”What’s counted as a reindeer herder? Gender and the adaptive capacity of Sami reindeer herding communities in Sweden, by Astri Buchanan, Maureen G. Reed, Gun Lidestav AND the our BuSK project ”Two women, a dog and 1000 reindeers” initiated by Eva-Liisa Myntti



Gender as an empirical variable is 
founded on the thought that a person is 
either a man or a woman, and gender is 
something we are. Gender is here the 
biological sex, and the place to look for it 
is the body. Gender as an empirical 
variable is manifested in tables telling us 
that X% of female respondents and Y% of 
male respondents are 
doing/saying/thinking Z. 

Activity No of 
partici-
pating
responde
nts

Men 
participatin
g, %

Women 
participati
ng, %

Calf marking 80 100 95.2
Business adm* 73 84.9 60.0
Gathering herd*** 79 93 15.0
Separating the herd 80 98.3 90.5
Moving the herd** 77 98.2 76.2
Fencing work*** 75 94.6 36.8
Feeding reindeer 94.2 84.2
Coordinating activities 
for RHC***

71 96.1 60.0

Consulting with other 
land users***

71 87.8 50.0

Teaching and training 
others

47 71.4 66.7

Slaughtering  reindeer 77 96.5 90.0
Prep of meat for HH* 71 90.2 70.0
Prep of meat for sale 44 87.9 63.6
Hunting*** 76 100 60.0
Fishing 72 94.4 94.4
Fuelwood prep*** 75 100 70.0
Gathering berries, 
miushrooms , wild plants 
**

67 74.5 100

Making handicraft for 
HH use

23 77.8 87.5

Making handicraft for sale* 28 52.9 90.9Buchanan  et al  2016
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Gender as a relational and 
structuralizing category is often 
understood as related to doing gender. The 
doing of gender is interactional, and relational, 
because it rests on a person’s production of the 
actions in question and another person’s 
recognition of the actions as what they are. 
Gender is here an emergent property of social 
situations, and the place to look for gender is in 
situated conduct. The effect of the social doings 
end up as structures which  in their turn work 
back on what is understood as proper actions 
for men and women, thus contributing to 
production/reproduction of gender norms.
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On gender as a relational and structuralizing category When gender is framed theoretically as “doing gender” it becomes apparent that the figures presented in table 1 also demonstrate a gendered structure within reindeer husbandry. By attending the heard, marking calfs, fencing, slaughtering and preparing the meat, hunting and fuelwood preparation, men establish themselves as reindeer herders, and reindeer herding becomes a male occupation. Although we find women participating in these activities as well, their involvement is less frequent and possibly of a different style.   All in all, these acts ends up as gendered structures or norms. This becomes manifested in data provided by the Sami Parliament reporting that 85 % of reindeer herders are men and 80 % of reindeer are owned by men (Sami Parliament 2009),  gender is in situated conduct. Even if the acts take place in micro-situations, the effect of the social doings is relatively permanent relations that end up as structures. These structures in their turn work back on what is understood as proper actions for men and women, a process that contributes to production/reproduction of gender norms. 



‘‘You can say, the men are working in the mountains. With the machines and doing the hard 
work. But also the women, they take care of the family, the economy, […] to fix the logistic in the 
Sami village. We need food for the reindeer—someone has to drive it from one place to 
another—the women… if we take one day when we’re moving a reindeer herd from one corral 
to another corral, for example when they moving from the forest up to the mountains, and we 
put out 10,000 kilos of food, often it’s the women’s work to carry that. From one place to the 
car, from the car to the other place, and out to the reindeer. So, they also have hard work. But 
they take care about the logistics’’ (Man, age 45–54).

‘‘…and I think it’s safer when we’re around […] But it’s sad because—reindeer herding—it’s kind 
of a macho, a man work today, at least, like, the daily work with it, and it’s sad because I think 
we lost much knowledge and that kind, from not females in the work every day in winter’’ 
(Woman, age 18–34). Buchanan  et al  2016



Gender as a meaning category lets the 
researchers look for gender everywhere 
because for instance institutions, artifacts, 
events and abstract understandings may be 
gendered through different metaphorical 
links and associations. This approach paves 
the way for asking if and what kind of gender 
implications the existence of this or that 
phenomenon have in the context studied. 
This idea is founded on the thought that 
meanings are part of a system, which is also 
to say that everything is linked to everything 
else by way of more or less systematic 
meaning connections.
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During most of the 20th century it was men and women alike, just the adults of the group together. With the shift to dirt bikes, it was suddenly mainly young men, some very young.  It coupled with another effect. Since an agile driver can drive off the mountains and down to the villages in just a few hours, families no longer stayed together all summer out on the mountain, like before. Staying less and less time in the wilderness also meant that many of the skills held up mainly by women – e.g. how to preserve food for living without a fridge for months – became less and less valuable. Consequences like these were not anticipated, or even wanted, but non the less there has been very little effort to mitigate them.  The compound effect can be described as moving women from being fully fledged reindeer herders to some kind of reindeer herding assistants. This should not be understood as women becoming useless, or seen as useless, but one can not deny that there has been a shift in ascribed importance and power from women to men. Women skilled at anything that contributes to every day reindeer herding are highly appreciated, but it is hard to have true say so in matters where you do not participate in the actual execution. The life of any reindeer herding family revolves around their reindeer. Assistance can be hired, preserved food can be bought, but you cannot rent a skilled reindeer herder.



- What would it take to 
reorganise our migrations, 
our work with the reindeer 
and all of our enclosures 
to make it possible for a 
couple of women with a 
good, well, excellent, dog, 
to do the actual herding?
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Reindeer herding is under massive pressure from majority society, many know that. Less well known are the pressures from the inside. Diminishing feeding grounds mean less people can earn a living from the traditional life style. If in this process all girls and women are deselected, the Sami will be left with a crumbling culture in maybe just a few generations. Also, working hard using machines, all year around now, takes its toll on the men. There is an urgent need for changes that make reindeer herding inclusive to all ages and genders.  It’s not for lack of trying – many women drive ATV:s and a few drive bikes. That, however, does not solve any underlying problems. One way to start is to rethink our ”logistics”, and that’s where our project began. What would it take to reorganise our migrations, our work with the reindeer and all of our enclosures to make it possible for a couple of women with a good, well, excellent, dog, to do the actual herding?



Thank you!
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